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Seasons Greetings,

We start this newsletter with gratitude. Thank you to the faculty and staff at the 13 Universities of Wisconsin
for your partnership in creating opportunities for students to learn hands-on skills in water. Thank you to the
external partners who enrich those programs and hire UW graduates. 

Thank you to the university Provosts and Chancellors, President Rothman and the Board of Regents for
continued support as we build collaborative initiatives across all universities. And thank you to the Wisconsin
State Legislature and Governor Evers for your ongoing bipartisan investment in water education and training.

All of us working together make Wisconsin THE place to study and work in water!

This newsletter focuses on hands-on training that is preparing UW graduates for careers in freshwater. We
also share opportunities for more students to participate in programs and gain experience next summer. I
encourage you to share these opportunities with students.

Warmest wishes for the new year,
Marissa Jablonski

Spotlight Stories
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Did you know bugs are used to assess water health? It's called biomonitoring, and experts and students from
UW-Parkside, UW-Stevens Point, UW-Madison and the Milwaukee Public Museum are expanding access to
decades of Wisconsin's collections of aquatic insects and invertebrates. AND they're having a lot of fun
adding to the collection.

Read more about BenthicNet

Knowing how to communicate scientific research to the broader community helped Claire Schoenemann, a
2025 graduate of UW-Eau Claire, land a job with Foth Infrastructure & Environment. It’s a skill she learned
working on a summer project to provide safe drinking water information to homeowners.

Read about Claire's groundwater research.

BenthicNet: How an Aquatic Insect Project Is Revitalizing Biomonitoring in

Wisconsin

Summer Research Project Helps Homeowners Access Drinking Water Information 
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Undergrads Gain Unexpected Skills as Water Research Interns at UW Oshkosh

Hands-on internships turn challenging field moments into invaluable professional preparation. With
Freshwater Collaborative funding, UW Oshkosh provides dozens of undergraduates around the state with
summer field and lab experiences that get them ready for water careers. Students from UW-Whitewater and
UW-Madison share some of the lessons they learned last summer.

Read about Abby and Alyssa.

Catching the Research Bug: Freshwater@UW Program Shaped a Water Scientist’s

Future

Research can be intimidating. Oconomowoc native Sam Krueger says participating in the Freshwater@UW
Summer Research Opportunities program made it fun and accessible. The UW-Whitewater graduate is now
in her second year of graduate school at UW-Milwaukee’s School of Freshwater Sciences. She’s
investigating microplastics, PFAS and heavy metals in Milwaukee Harbor and Green Bay sediments.

Read about Sam’s experience.

https://freshwater.wisconsin.edu/uw-oshkosh-water-interns/
https://freshwater.wisconsin.edu/uw-oshkosh-water-interns/
https://freshwater.wisconsin.edu/uw-oshkosh-water-interns/
https://freshwater.wisconsin.edu/freshwater-at-uw-krueger/
https://freshwater.wisconsin.edu/freshwater-at-uw-krueger/
https://freshwater.wisconsin.edu/freshwater-at-uw-krueger/
https://freshwater.wisconsin.edu/


Research, Internship and Job Opportunities

Please share with students interested in hands-on positions. Details available on our website. 

Full-time Research Specialist for UW Oshkosh. Open to recent graduates. Apply by Dec. 8.
Co-ops and Internships at Watts Water. Placements in Menomonee Falls and throughout the country.
Apply ASAP for spring and summer placements.
Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene Summer Internships. Hands-on experience in environmental
and public health testing. Apply by Dec. 12.
Clean Boats, Clean Waters 2026 Summer Internships. Focus on aquatic invasive species in Vilas
Country. Positions filled ASAP.
Summer Research and Internship Opportunities through UW Oshkosh Environmental Research
and Innovation Center. In-field research in Door and Vilas Counties. Positions filled as students apply.
LAKES REU Summer Opportunities at UW-Stout. Undergraduate opportunities funded by the National
Science Foundation and Department of Defense ASSURE program. Apply by Feb. 1.
Freshwater@UW Summer Research Opportunities Program. Mentored research opportunities across
the state. Apply by Feb. 15.

Undergraduate Courses and Lab and Field Experiences

Freshwater Collaborative courses offer students immersive field and lab work to prepare them for the
workforce. Details available on our website. 

Spring Semester 2026:
Ag-Water Seminar. Online asynchronous/synchronous through UW-Green Bay, UW-Platteville, UW-
River Falls, UW-Stevens Point.
Elements of Water. In-person at UW-Milwaukee.
Fundamentals of Freshwater. In-person at UW-Parkside.
Analytical Techniques in Freshwater Sciences. In-person at UW-Milwaukee.
Marine Transportation Management. In-person at UW-Superior.

May 1-3: Ag-Water Field Experience. Three-day collaborative field course offered through UW-Platteville,
UW-Green Bay, UW-River Falls and UW-Stevens Point.
May 18-June 5: Field Hydrology, GEOL 472. Three-week field course in western Wisconsin offered
through UW-Eau Claire in collaboration with UW-River Falls and UW-Stout.
June 23-July 3: EGRT 374: Field Sampling and Analysis. Two-week field course in northern Wisconsin
offered through UW Oshkosh.
Summer 2026: Elements of Water. In-person at UW-Milwaukee.

Events on the Horizon
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Feb. 24-26: Wetland Science Conference, Baraboo. Discounted student registration. Student scholarship
application deadline Jan. 12. Early bird registration Jan. 23.
March 11: Research in the Rotunda, Madison
April 9-10: Wisconsin Section of American Water Resources Association, Milwaukee. Abstracts for
posters and presentations deadline Jan. 5. Up to four awards of $200 will be awarded to students. 
April 15-17: Wisconsin Lakes and Rivers, Stevens Point. Lightning talk deadline March 1. Poster
deadline April 1. Discounted student registration; scholarships may be available.
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