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Wisconsin Coastal Management 
Program (WCMP)

• Approved in 1978 (first in the Great Lakes)
• Federal/State Partnership
• Includes the 15 counties along Lake Superior 

and Lake Michigan(nearly 1000 miles of 
shoreline) - boundaries are the county line 
and the state line

• Governor-appointed Council
• A “networked” program



Guiding Principle

Enjoy and Protect 
Wisconsin’s Great Lakes 

Coastal Resources



Annual Coastal 
Management Grants

 Request for Proposals (RFP), Grant 
Application, and Instructions: 
http://coastal.wisconsin.gov

 Contact staff to discuss project ideas,
especially for any construction/ground- 
moving projects or requests over $100,000

 Submit electronically

 Submit by November 3, 2025

 Project Selection Committee meeting 
in February

 Final selection by DOA in March

 Selected Project may start July 2026

http://coastal.wisconsin.gov/


Annual Coastal 
Management Grants

• Wetland Protection and Habitat 
Restoration

• Nonpoint Source Pollution Control
• Coastal Resources and Community 

Planning
• Great Lakes Education
• Public Access and Historic 

Preservation
• WCMP Grants Map

https://wi-doa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=3341ba028c1640b3bb3ca157b4c35d18
https://wi-doa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=3341ba028c1640b3bb3ca157b4c35d18


Why is Public Access 
a Priority

• Foundational Element of the CZMA
• Sustainable Communities 
• Obligation as a Public Entity
• Quality of Life
• Introduction to the Resource
• Fosters Future Stewards
• Ecosystems Services



Types of Public 
Access and Historical 

Preservation

• Planning and Design
• Land Acquisition
• Marketing – Videos/Maps/Guides
• Construction
• Health and Safety
• Accessibility 



Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
Competitive Funds (NOAA)

Bayfield County, Sand River
$1,965,000 
2,001 Acres

Iron County, Gile Flowage
$4,100,000 
1,055 Acres



Wisconsin Shipwreck Coast
National Marine Sanctuary

• Initiated by the WCMP in 2007
• Analysis of Locations by WHS and funded 

through the WCMP 2008
• Initial community meetings in 2014 led by 

WCMP
• Nomination process established in 2014
• WCMP, WHS led community input and 

development of the nomination 
• December 2014 nomination submitted
• August 2021 formal federal designation



 Additional funding

 Stakeholder engagement

 Survey/public meetings

 Projects must lead to a program change

 State statute/rules, local ordinance

 Projects of Special Merit

• WI Coastal Management Data 

Infrastructure (WICDI)

• Coastal Hazards of Superior (CHAOS)

• Collaborative Action for Lake Michigan 

(CALM)

• Coastal Leadership Academy 

S. 309 Needs 
Assessment and 

Strategy 



J . P H I L I P K E I L L O R 
F E L L O W S H I P

 Named for J. Philip Keillor Coastal Engineering 

Specialist 

 Relationship between the WCMP and UW Sea 

Grant since 2016

 One year science-policy fellowship

 Recent master’s or doctoral graduate

 Mentored by Sea Grant and WCMP staff

 Bring technical skills to benefit water challenges



State, Regional, 
National and 

International Initiatives
Coastal States Stewardship Foundation Board
President
Former Chair and Ex Comm of Coastal States 
National Working Waterfront Network Ex Comm
Co-Chair Great Lakes Regional Maritime Entity 
Wisconsin Coastal Hazards Work Group 
University of Wisconsin Sea Grant Advisory Board
Department of Transportation Harbor Advisory 
Board Wisconsin Harbor Towns Association
Wisconsin Marine Association
Lake Superior NERR Advisory Board 
Wisconsin Coastal Beaches Working Group 
Great Lakes Beach Association
Wisconsin Clean Marina Program 
Great Lakes Clean Marina Network 
Great Lakes Water Safety Consortium 
Wisconsin Hazard Mitigation Team



• Annual proclamation since 1998
• Publication of Wisconsin Great Lakes Chronicle
• Promotion of the WCMP’s annual RFP
• Sponsorship of Great Lakes’ stewardship and 

educational events:
Harbor/Sturgeon Fest
Valley Week
Clean Rivers/Clean Lakes Conference 

Coastal Awareness Month 
September 



Wisconsin Coastal Management Program 

www.coastal.wisconsin.gov

(608) 267-7988

coastal@wisconsin.gov

Kathleen Angel, Program Manager​​

Todd Breiby
Lauren Leckwee
Lydia Salus
Jake Kolanowski
Cailin Young
Marian Azeem-Angel 

Thank You

http://www.coastal.wisconsin.gov/
mailto:coastal@wisconsin.gov
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