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PFAS in Campbell Groundwater

● Initial PFAS found in 2 City of La Crosse wells 

on French Island under EPA - UCMR 

sampling.

● Campbell notified of possible PFAS in 
groundwater October 2020.



PFAS in Campbell Groundwater

● Initial DNR sampling found PFAS in 

groundwater near known Airport firefighting 

locations

● Individual resident samples spurred additional 
DNR tests throughout Campbell.  97% of 555 

samples detected PFAS throughout island’s 

shallow aquifer

● Campbell residents have not been able to drink 
their tap water for nearly 5 years

Solution: A safe (PFAS-Free) long-term source of 

drinking water -found in an alternate aquifer not 

impacted by human activities
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Building a Partnership (sort of)

Benefits of Collaborations & 

Communication:

● Equipment Sharing

● Knowledge transfer

● Student employment

● External Networks

● Building Momentum

Randy Hunt 
(USGS)

Mike Cardiff
(UW-Madison)

Dave Hart & 
Moe Muldoon

(WGNHS)

Madeline Gotkowitz 
& Carla Romano

(DNR)

Chris Zahasky
(UW Geoscience)

Sam Brockschmidt
(DATCP, 

former MS student)

Christy Remucal
(UW, CEE / Sea Grant)



Finding and building partnership
● Contact with other PFAS impacted communities/experts

● Create partnerships: DNR/DHS, elected officials, universities, 
communities, NGO’s, utilities, SME’s nation and world wide

● Collaborate with other org’s AGU, Thriving Earth Exchange

● Leverage experts: USGS National Tap Water study, UWL 
correlated well depth to PFAS levels in shallow aquifer. Pompeii 

social sciences study. Viterbo microbe study in soil.

● County collaboration (e.g. Waste management storing used filters, 
and utility support Xcel WTE program)

● DNR / County collaboration (drilling permits and protocols)

● Constant contact with elected officials, policy makers

● Tell your story - Media Advisories, News Releases

UW-Madison students with

Dave Hart from WGNHS



Maintaining the Relationship

● Regular meetings & trust-building

● Thinking application-oriented rather than hypothesis-oriented: “Work in 

support of a sustainable, long-term source of drinking water for Campbell”

● Pro-bono insights / best possible science input

● Finding cheap ways to build on initial data (undergraduate helpers, interns, 

etc.)

● Organizing a true Team vs. splitting into sub-projects



Pitfalls and Challenges

● Communication / planning & adapting

● Timelines & personnel changes

● Balancing “in the weeds” technical conversation with overall goal

● Being prepared for uncertainties and limitations in science

● Balancing scientific motivations (new insights / publications) against 

community motivation (solutions ASAP, cost, privacy)

● Esp for students: Wide array of perspectives / interests. Pressure from many 

directions
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