Winter 2021 Newsletter

A Little Splash
Water Words from FCW's Executive Director
Happy Holidays!
As we approach the end of the year, I would like to say a
big "thank you” to the Freshwater Collaborative of
Wisconsin Steering Committee! Determining how
best to train undergraduates to meet Wisconsin’s
workforce needs, create meaningful collaborations
among campuses and address the 10 Grand Water
Challenges is no easy task— and they are all working
hard to propose and plan ways of engaging students
locally and also statewide.
Throughout the year, Steering Committee members
have brought forth their concerns, solutions and enthusiasm. Our planning meeting
at UW Oshkosh in November allowed us to connect in person for the first time
in more than two years and to dive deep into planning statewide initiatives that
include a water internship program, a water leaders program and an undergraduate
research program. I am grateful for each person’s active participation
and commitment to making the Freshwater Collaborative the best it can be!
We have much to celebrate. In this newsletter you’ll read about a few highlights,
including a summer course for high school students, how research experiences
opened career paths, and our new Freshwater 101 class, which debuted at UWMadison and will be offered in 2022 by UW-Milwaukee, UW-La Crosse, UW Oshkosh,
and UW-Parkside. Also in spring, we will launch “Environmental and Health Effects
of Water Pollution,” a new collaborative online course at UW-La Crosse, UWMilwaukee and UW-Whitewater.
And there is more to come in 2022. Just yesterday, campuses submitted
their proposals answering our request for funding from the biennial state budget.
Our review team will be analyzing submissions this month, and we anticipate
awarding funds in January so everyone can hit the ground running in the new year.
Many thanks for your support and best wishes for a collaborative new year.
Best,
Marissa Jablonski
Executive Director

High Schoolers Jump Into Freshwater Science
What’s the best way to get high school students interested in water sciences? Get
their feet wet, literally. That’s just what 14 students did last summer when they
participated in the Freshwater Science Summer Field Experience, funded by a grant
through the Freshwater Collaborative of Wisconsin. Read about their experiences.

Mentorship and Insecticide Insight
Austin Draper hadn't considered a career in freshwater science. Working in Elisabeth
Harrahy’s lab at UW-Whitewater provided the mentorship he needed. Plus, the
collaborative research with UW-La Crosse provided insight into two insecticides that
may cause water contamination. Read more.

A Knockout for Mercury?
Learning to use CRISPR technology to create a knockout line for zebrafish is
opening doors for students at UW-Eau Claire, and their research paves the way for
scientists to learn more about mercury toxicity in fish and humans. Read more.

The Future Looks Fresh: UW-Madison Launches Freshwater 101
Adam Hinterhuer at UW-Madison's Center for Limnology highlighted the Freshwater
101 course that launched in fall and is being taught by CFL director Jake Vander
Zanden. The course, which is the first developed through the Freshwater
Collaborative, gives first-year college students the opportunity to get into the field
and learn about challenges facing Wisconsin’s freshwater resources. It will be
offered at four additional campuses in 2022. Read more.

Hands-on Highlights
UW campuses are getting undergraduates in the field through experiential
coursework and internships in numerous ways. Check out some highlights
from this year.
Environmental science senior learns about sustainable farming at local
fishery
Summer internships with JF Brennan create hands-on experiences
Biology students conduct area creek experiments to learn about nutrient
loads

On the Horizon
If you have an event you’d like to promote in a future newsletter, email
hjeter@uwm.edu.
Save the Date! Research in the Rotunda March 9, 2022, Madison

You've been to our website and you’re getting our quarterly newsletter, but are you
following us on social media?
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