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Fall 2021 Newsletter

A Little Splash

Water Words from FCW's Executive Director

Happy Fall!

The past summer came with good news: the Wisconsin

State Legislature and specifically the Joint Finance

Committee confirmed that the Freshwater Collaborative will

be receiving $5 million in this biennial budget. Hurray!

To ensure the best use of these funds, our team has been

working on a strategy to bring the Freshwater

Collaborative’s vision to life and an evaluation and metrics

plan to measure programmatic outcomes and success.

Throughout the summer, I met with steering committee members at each of the 13

UW universities to identify how we can amplify existing water programs, create new

ones where needed, and become more collaborative across the UW System. Each

university will submit a portfolio of projects this fall to be considered for funding,

and the Freshwater Collaborative will review and determine the best phase one

programs to support.

We are focusing on projects that will best place more students in the field and labs,

connect them to career and networking opportunities, prepare them to present at

conferences, and grow their knowledge and confidence about freshwater science.

In other news, we launched the pilot of our new Freshwater Science 101 course at

UW-Madison this fall, and it will expand to UW Oshkosh, UW-Parkside, UW-La Crosse

and UW-Milwaukee in spring.

I can see the Freshwater Collaborative coming together as we work to put

Wisconsin on the map as THE place to study, train and work in water. Thank you

very much for your partnership and support.

A Collaborative Summer at UW-Oshkosh's ERIC Lab

A grant from the Freshwater Collaborative of Wisconsin helped give students from

UW-Eau Claire, UW-Stevens Point, UW-Stout, UW-Superior, UW-Parkside and UW-

Whitewater the opportunity to train and gain hands-on experience at one of ERIC’s

three locations — Oshkosh, Manitowoc or Door County. Read about their

experiences.

First UW-Green Bay Water Science Undergraduate Heads to

Graduate School at UWM

Tyler Kunze never anticipated a career as a water scientist. Yet in May, he became

the first student to earn a bachelor’s degree in water science from UW-Green Bay.

He’s now a graduate student in UW-Milwaukee’s School of Freshwater Sciences. His

path exemplifies how mentorship and undergraduate research opportunities

can lead to more freshwater scientists — the primary goal of the Freshwater

Collaborative of Wisconsin. Read his story.

Communications Hub Supports Water Policy Network

Water is tied to all aspects of our lives, but scientists aren't always connected to

those who make water policy for Wisconsin. With a grant from the Freshwater

Collaborative of Wisconsin, the Center for Water Policy is creating a

communications hub that will support a network of water policy faculty, researchers

and students across the UW System. Read more.

The Economics of Water

As part of his Lone Mountain Fellowship, Zach Raff, assistant professor of

economics at UW-Stout, spent two weeks in Bozeman, Mont., networking with

other environmental policy experts and getting feedback on his research paper,

which examines water quality trading in Wisconsin. Read about his research with the

Wisconsin DNR. 

Freshwater 101 Planning Gets Underway

Faculty from five UW campuses met in July at the UW-Waukesha field station for a

daylong retreat to plan Freshwater Science 101, a new course to be offered to

students at UW-Madison, UW-Milwaukee, UW-La Crosse, UW Oshkosh and UW-

Parkside. Pictured are Eric Strauss, Robert Stelzer, Jake VanderZanden, Mike Carvan,

Greg Kleinheinz, Jessica Orlofske and Marlin (who gave them a tour of the station).

Taking the photo was Tracy Boyer.

New Marine Sanctuary Protects Lake Michigan Shipwrecks

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) officially designated

the Wisconsin Shipwreck Coast National Marine Sanctuary on August 16. It is the

16th national sanctuary and only the second in freshwater. The sanctuary is

expected to boost the local economy by attracting an estimated 70,000 tourists

annually. NOAA will establish a Sanctuary Advisory Council of community leaders to

provide advice on management and protection. Read more.

On the Horizon

If you have an event you’d like to promote in a future newsletter, email

hjeter@uwm.edu. 

September 19: Harbor Fest featuring Sturgeon Fest and the Milwaukee Boat

Parade 

You've been to our website and you’re getting our quarterly newsletter, but are you

following us on social media?
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